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Service Times 
Sunday Orthros—8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Divine Liturgy—9:30 a.m. 
Please check our calendar for other services and times 

 

Confession: By Appointment 
 

If you would like an article, or photos in The Veil, submit them electronically to 
Fr. Michael (fmg@dormitionpgh.org) no later than the 15th of the month. 

 

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”  -James 5:14 

If you or your loved one is sick, in the hospital, or need a priest, 
please contact Fr. Michael so that he will be able to visit them. 

mailto:FrMichael@stgeorgenewcastle.org


Fr. Michael’s Message 
Christ is in our Midst 

Each year on Pascha we hear over and over again “Christ is Risen” and 

the response of “Truly He is Risen!”  It does not matter if you are in the 

largest cathedral or in a small village Church, when “Christ is Risen” is 

first proclaimed, it seems to have a thunderous sound.  Over the 40 days 

following Pascha, Orthodox Christians throughout the world greet each 

other with the Paschal Greeting of “Christ is Risen” and the response of 

“Truly He is Risen!”  We begin and end every service that we have with 

Christ is Risen, we leave the icon of the Resurrection out in the Church; 

we are constantly being reminded of Christ’s triumph over death. 

All day on Pascha, and throughout the entirety of Bright Week, we have the joyful 

feeling of the Resurrection, however after the Sunday of Thomas, things seem to slow down a 

little bit, the attendance in Church appears to get smaller and smaller, we greet each other less 

and less with the Paschal Greeting, our secular lives seem to take over with all of the end of the 

year events with school, work, we begin to think about what we will be doing this summer, i.e. 

weddings, baptisms, graduations, baby showers, and by the time we celebrate the Apodosis of 

Pascha, we tend to forget Christ in our lives.  I am not suggesting that we forget our roles as 

Orthodox Christians, I am saying that we do not seem to keep Him at the center of our lives, as 

much as we do during the Paschal Season.  

Christ is with us, around us, and in our lives at all times, and we cannot limit our 

relationship with him to certain times throughout the year.  There are many things that we can 

do to keep our relationship with Him active throughout the entire year.  We have to be willing 

to say no to the abundance of events that are becoming more and more popular on Sundays, 

especially in the morning when it causes us to miss Church.  We have to focus on those who 

may be sick, suffering, or in need around us in our lives; feed, clothe, and visit them.  We 

cannot be afraid to do our Cross before we eat our food at school or work.  We can make sure 

to pray and give thanks to God morning and evening, even if it is as short as saying “Glory to 

you O God!” or the Trisagion prayers or the Jesus Prayer.  Following Christ is not easy, it takes 

work, but so does any other relationship we want in our lives.  We need to continuously build 

upon our relationship, and always strive to keep Christ at the forefront of our lives.  As we 

approach the Ascension of our Lord in a couple weeks, we will no longer be using the Paschal 

greeting of “Christ is Risen!” However, this does not mean that we no longer greet each other 

in our Lord’s name.  We should continue to greet each other with “Christ is in our midst!” or 

other seasonally appropriate greetings.  In this small way, we can continue to remember to 

keep our Lord close, and continue to follow Him.  

 

Fr. Michael A. Gavrilos 

Parish Priest 
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2026 Stewardship 
Thank you to everyone who already filled out and / or 

contributed to their 2026 Stewardship Pledge. 



COVER ICON—Holy New Martyr John of Serres 
May 12th 

 

The Holy New Martyr John came from a wealthy family of Serres and was 
born and raised in Serres in the latter half of the fifteenth century. 

In the prime of his youth, his courage to appear in public as equal to the 
Turkish occupiers with a splendid appearance, caused the envy of the Turks, who 
went to the authorities. His accusers claimed that John publicly insulted the faith of 
Muhammad, refusing to follow him despite his initial promise. The authorities 
ordered, after this serious complaint, that John be arrested and brought to court, 
which forthwith happened. The judge, after considering the matter, at first tried 
with promises of positions to lure him to change his faith, and they would have 
gained much if by his example others imitated him, but all their attempts failed, 
since John, in response to the proposal, publicly confessed his faith in Christ. 

When all methods failed, they tried in vain to force John to confess their faith 
by resorting to torture. They took the Saint from prison, dragged him on the ground 
without clothing, then uprooted his hair while beating him with a rod. Despite this 
harsh torture, John continued to sing praises to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to his 
right a magnificent man on a horse whose face shined like the sun appeared. He 
realized that this was Saint Theodore, sent to strengthen him and give him courage. 

The Turks, when they saw that by this means John still refused to renounce his 
faith, returned him to prison, where they continued to put physical and moral 
pressure on him. The steadfast dedication of John to his ancestral faith caused them 
to despair of their efforts, and so a written request was made to the Sublime Porte to 
be given instructions. Written instructions came, and the judge of Serres ordered the 
death of John, if he did not renounce his faith in Christ. 

Thus the tyrants, after a final effort to get John to renounce his faith failed, 
took him from prison and led him to a public place where his executioners, in order 
to make his execution more painful, raised him above a pile of brushwood and dry 
wood, and after they tied his hands and feet, they lit the fire. 

John remained calm throughout this horrible martyrdom, and he even asked 
his tormentors if they indeed lit the fire, and with a low voice he sang hymns to 
God. One of the executioners, in order to silence him, plunged a pole in his mouth, 
and this brought an end to the earthly life of the New Martyr. 

The Service to the Holy New Martr John of Serres was written by the Great 
Orator of the Holy and Great Church of Christ, Manuel the Peloponnesian, 
sometime between 1491-1497. 

Saint John of Serres was martyred for his faith in Christ around the year 1480 
and he is annually commemorated on May 12th. 

Source: https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/05/holy-new-mrtyr-john-of-serres-c-1480.html 



May 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
 

Baptism 

3 
 

Sunday of the 
Paralytic 
 

Festival Prep 
(spinach) 

4 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Greek Dance for 
Adults 

5 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

6 
 

Philoptochos 
Flower & Plant 
Fundraiser 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. & 
5 p.m.-7 p.m. 

7 8 9 
 

Wedding 

10 
 

Sunday of the 
Samaritan 
Woman 

11 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Greek Dance for 
Adults 

12 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

13 14 15 16 

17 
 

Sunday of the 
Blind Man 
 

Sunday School 
Gradiation 
 

Dance Practice 
Junior Grecian 
Stars 
 

Festival Prep 
(meatballs) 

18 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Greek Dance for 
Adults 

19 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Vespers, Orthros, 
& Divine Liturgy 
(Apodosis of 
Pascha) 

20 
 

6:00 p.m. 
9th Hour, 
Vespers, & 
Orthros 
(Holy Ascension) 

21 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 
(Holy Ascension) 

22 23 

24 
 

Sunday of the 
Fathers of the 1st 
Ecumenical 
Council 

25 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Greek Dance for 
Adults 

26 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Greek School 

27 28 29 30 
 

Saturday of Souls 
8:00 a.m. 
Orthros, Divine 
Liturgy, 
Memorials 

31 
 

Holy Pentecost 
 

Dance Practice 
Junior Grecian 
Stars 
 

Festival Prep 
(moussaka) 

      



June 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

Baptism 

7 
 

Sunday of All 
Saints 
 

Festival Prep 
(pastitso) 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 
 

2nd Sunday of 
Matthew 
 

Festival Prep 
(pastitso) 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 
 

3rd Sunday of 
Matthew 
 

Festival Prep 
(tzatziki) 

22 
 

Festival Prep 
(pastry packing) 

23 
 

Festival Prep 
(pastry packing) 

24 
 

Festival Prep 
(pastry packing) 

25 
 

Festival Prep 
(pastry packing) 

26 
 

52nd Annual 
Greek Food 
Festival 

27 
 

52nd Annual 
Greek Food 
Festival 

28 
 

4th Sunday of 
Matthew 
(Time Change) 
8a.m.-10 a.m. 
Orthros & Divine 
Liturgy 
 

52nd Annual 
Greek Food 
Festival 

29 30     



Festival Update 
The Prep Kitchen is now operational and we have launched into 
festival prep mode. 
 
Thanks to all who helped with spinach, about 280 full pans and 72 
half pans were prepared and now ready for the festival, 
 
Future prep dates: 
Wed/Thu  May 6/7    Lamb Shank 
Sun  May 17          Meatballs 
Sun May 31          Moussaka 
Sun Jun 7             Pasitiso 
Sun Jun 14          Pastitso     
Sun Jun 21          Tzatziki Cupping 
Mon-Thu Jun 22-25    Pastry Packing, Grape Leaves, Rice Pudding, 
Set-up 
 
Still to be scheduled on weekdays: Galatoboureko and Karithopita 
 
We got a late start this year due to the kitchen renovation and we 
need everyone's help to be ready for festival weekend, so please 
consider helping out. 
 
Also, area leads will be scheduling their respective areas, so when 
approached please volunteer your time to help festival weekend. 
 
 
Looking forward to another successful festival, 
Andy & Chris 
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